Spillane’s Six Rules for Choral Success

1.  IT’S MORE FUN TO BE GOOD.  We are here to have the most fun we can.  It will be more fun for you, me, and the audience, if we are very good at what we do.  At every rehearsal, I will push you very hard to be the very best you can be and therefore have the most fun.

2.  ATTITUDE IS EVERYTHING.  No matter what your talent level, intelligence, or experience, if you do not bring a positive attitude with you through the door, then you bring nothing. (and you can leave!)

3.  NEVER BE AFRAID TO FAIL.  The only way to fail in this choir is not to try.  If you try hard and attend rehearsals, I guarantee you will do fine in this class.  What we do is hard!  It is hard to take a chance and sing in front of your peers.  It is hard to show emotion in music.  It is hard to possibly make a mistake where your peers might hear you.  You will get better and be more secure every time you take a chance.  Go for it!

4.  COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE, COMMUNICATE.  With this many students, there is no way I can possibly know what you are thinking unless you tell me.  If you are sick, if you can’t make a rehearsal, if you’ve just had a fight with a significant other and are upset, if there is anything that might affect your performance at a rehearsal, you must tell me or I will push you to be your best when maybe you cannot be your best.  It is your responsibility to talk to me, e-mail me, leave me at note, communicate.
5.  BE THERE AND BE ON TIME.  The minute rehearsal begins; you are expected to be in your place, ready to make music.  I will not waste your time by holding rehearsals late or by needlessly going over music.  It is your responsibility to be in class or rehearsal on time.  Don’t make the whole ensemble repeat something in rehearsal because you were late or unprepared.  When you get your schedule, you are responsible, as part of your grade, to participate in all concerts and rehearsals assigned to your ensemble(s).  Work is not an excuse for missing choir commitments.  If you have a problem with this, see Rule 4 above.
6.  SUPPORT EACH OTHER.  This goes along with Rule 3.  The only way for people to be unafraid to fail is if we support each other when we try.  There is no place in our performing ensembles for people who are unsupportive of others.  Treat others as you would wish to be treated yourself.
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